
Life’s Change Points:    
 
 
PURSUING THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
EXODUS 33:1-17 

Embracing God and 
Those Shaping Surprises 



Pursuing the Presence of God 
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• Exodus 33:1-17 

•Hebrews 3:1-6; 4:14-16 
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LIFE’S CHANGE POINTS have some characteristics in 
common. They tend to include… 

•A definite change from what was previously 

•A decrease of what has often been comfortable 

•An uncertainty about what lies ahead; longing for… 

•A sense of being disoriented, uncertain what to do 

•A need for stability, some type of anchor, or keel 

•A change in perspective, priorities; growth in character 
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Personal Example: Al 
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Biblical Example: Moses 



Then the LORD said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and 

the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the 

land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 2I will send an 

angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, 

Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3Go up to the land 

flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, 

because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy 

you on the way.”  
Exodus 33:1–3 (NIV)  
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The presence of God does not remain with an 
obstinate people  (vv. 1-3). 



When the people heard these distressing words, they began 

to mourn and no one put on any ornaments. 5For the LORD 

had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked 

people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might 

destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and I will decide 

what to do with you.’ ” 6So the Israelites stripped off their 

ornaments at Mount Horeb.  
Exodus 33:4–6 (NIV)  
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The presence of God does not remain with an 
obstinate people  (vv. 1-3). God however, in great 
mercy and faithful love, responds to contrition 
(vv. 4-6). But contrition is never enough.  



Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp 

some distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone 

inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside 

the camp. 8And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the 

people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching 

Moses until he entered the tent. 9As Moses went into the tent, 

the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, 

while the LORD spoke with Moses.  



10Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the 

entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the 

entrance to their tent. 11The LORD would speak to Moses face 

to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to 

the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave 

the tent. 
 



12Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead 

these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will 

send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you 

have found favor with me.’  
Exodus 33:7–12 (NIV)  



13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may 

know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember 

that this nation is your people.” 



14The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will 

give you rest.” 15Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence 

does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16How will 

anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your 

people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me 

and your people from all the other people on the face of the 

earth?” 17And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very 

thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I 

know you by name.”  
Exodus 33:13–17 (NIV)  



 
Mt. Vernon Christian Church 

The presence of God does not remain with an 
obstinate people  (vv. 1-3). God however, in great 
mercy and faithful love, responds to contrition 
(vv. 4-6). But contrition is never enough. So God 
gives a mediator who can bear human needs  
(vv. 7-17). 
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The presence of God does not remain with an 
obstinate people  (vv. 1-3). God however, in great 
mercy and faithful love, responds to contrition 
(vv. 4-6). But contrition is never enough. So God 
gives a mediator who can bear human needs  
(vv. 7-17). 

In Moses God’s people had a mediator who could 
represent them before God (vv. 12-17) 



 
Mt. Vernon Christian Church 

In Jesus we have a better mediator who is able to 
fully represent us before God (Hebrews 3:1-6; 
5:14-16) 

 



We can trust God to be present with us each 
step of life’s journey  

because we have a mediator  

in the person Jesus Christ. 
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STEPS in the midst of changing chapters…this is what 
God often does during life’s change points that makes 
it possible for us to thrive. God… 

• Speaks   

• Transforms  

• Encourages  

• Provides   

• Steers    



We can trust God to be present with us each 
step of life’s journey  

because we have a mediator  

in the person Jesus Christ. 
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