
Mt. Vernon Christian Church 
Insights and a Prayer (as we begin a new year)

I’d like to share a message both from God’s Word 
and from my heart and experience.

• Memorizing the beginning of Philippians

• As I prayed about today, this seemed to express 
both God’s Word and my heart (and journey).

• Let’s begin by reading Philippians 1:1-11.



Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984):

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi,                     
together with the overseers and deacons:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father                        
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984): 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you.
4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the             
first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984): 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you,              
since I have you in my heart; for whether I am 
in chains or defending and confirming the gospel,                  
all of you share in God’s grace with me.
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the 
affection of Christ Jesus.
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984): 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight,
10 so that you may be able to discern what is best          
and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,

11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Mt. Vernon Christian Church 
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There are some key insights in this passage:

• Identity and Servanthood  (verse 1)
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• Double Dynamic Duos  (verse 2)

• Feelings and Partnership…with a WOW!  (vs. 3-6)
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• Double Dynamic Duos  (verse 2)
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• Let’s Confirm: Feelings and Partnership  (v. 7-8)

• A Prayer with Focus  (verses 9-11)
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For this very reason, make every effort to add...

FAITH
GOODNESS

KNOWLEDGE
SELF-CONTROL
PERSEVERANCE
GODLINESS

BROTHERLY KINDNESS
LOVE
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II Peter 1:1-11 (5-7)
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There are some key insights in this passage:

• Identity and Servanthood  (verse 1)

• Double Dynamic Duos  (verse 2)

• Feelings and Partnership…with a WOW!  (vs. 3-6)

• Let’s Confirm: Feelings and Partnership  (v. 7-8)
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• And a Glorious Outcome!  (verse 11b)
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Insights and a Prayer (as we begin a new year)

Join me in a journey these past 
two months

• This particular journey began 
with my Aunt Shirley’s death, 
and then funeral on Nov. 12th.

• She was 92, loved the Lord!

• As I prepared for the message 
at her memorial service, I came 
across a song that simply fit in.
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Join me in a journey these past 
two months

• Aunt Shirley wanted a clear 
message shared, an invitation     
given to respond to Jesus.

• She knew people could be there 
who had not yet made a choice   
to follow Jesus.

• I came across a song called 
“Choices,” sung by George Jones.
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“Choices” by George Jones
Written by Billy Wayne Yates, Michael A. Curtis

I've had choices

Since the day that I was born

There were voices

That told me right from wrong

If I had listened

No I wouldn't be here today

Living and dying

With the choices I made
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“Choices” by George Jones
Written by Billy Wayne Yates, Michael A. Curtis

I was tempted

By an early age I found

I liked drinkin’   /   Oh,

and I never turned it down

There were loved ones

But I turned them all away

Now I'm living and dying

With the choices I made
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“Choices” by George Jones
Written by Billy Wayne Yates, Michael A. Curtis

I've had choices

Since the day that I was born

There were voices

That told me right from wrong

If I had listened

No I wouldn't be here today

Living and dying

With the choices I made
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“Choices” by George Jones
Written by Billy Wayne Yates, Michael A. Curtis

I guess I'm payin'

For the things that I have  done

If I could go back

Oh, Lord knows I'd run

But I'm still losin'

This game of life I play

Living and dying

With the choices I made
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“Choices” by George Jones
Written by Billy Wayne Yates, Michael A. Curtis

I've had choices

Since the day that I was born

There were voices

That told me right from wrong

If I had listened

No I wouldn't be here today

Living and dying

With the choices I made
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“Choices” by George Jones
Written by Billy Wayne Yates, Michael A. Curtis

Living and dying

With the choices I made

This then led to another song, 
also by George Jones.



Mt. Vernon Christian Church 
Insights and a Prayer (as we begin a new year)

Join me in a journey these past 
two months

• As I did some research on 
George Jones I found a 
fascinating story about choices, 
especially about a choice to 
follow Jesus (to “have a little 
talk with Jesus”) that had 
transformed George’s life.
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Join me in a journey these past 
two months

• I listened then to another song 
by him that rang through my 
mind, time after time.

• It’s called, “I Know a Man Who 
Can.”

• Let’s listen to that song now.
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

I can't take a heart that’s broken

Make it over again

But I know a man who can
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

And I can't take a soul that's sinful

And make it white, whiter than 

snow

But I know a man who can
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

Some call Him Savior, 

the Redeemer of all men

I call Him Jesus, 

for He's my dearest friend
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

If you feel, no one can help you

And your life is out of hand

Well, I know a man who can
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

I can't walk upon the waters

Or calm a raging sea

But I know a man who can
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

And I can't cause blind eyes       

to open

Make the lame to rise up and 

walk again

But I know a man who can
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

Some call Him Savior, 

the Redeemer of all men

I call Him Jesus, 

for He's my dearest friend
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

Some call Him Savior, 

the Redeemer of all men

I call Him Jesus, 

for He's my dearest friend
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“I Know a Man Who Can”
Sung by George Jones 

with Sheri Copeland Smith and Barry Smith

Written by Jack Campbell, Jimmie Davis

If you feel, no one can help you

And your life is out of hand

Well, I know a man

Yes, I know a man who can



We have choices. Here are four that can make a great 
difference as we go through 2018:
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with the insights shared today, and others God will 
gladly reveal to you)

Mt. Vernon Christian Church 
Insights and a Prayer (as we begin a new year)



Mt. Vernon Christian Church 
Insights and a Prayer (as we begin a new year)

There are some key insights in this passage:
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We have choices. Here are four that can make a great 
difference as we go through 2018:
• To get to know “the Man who can”
• To learn from God’s Word (including Philippians 1:1-11, 

with the insights shared today, and others God will 
gladly reveal to you)

• To develop the “teams” that God has given us (including 
this team here at Mt. Vernon)

• To join in praying the prayer in Philippians 9-11…and to 
abound in love…to the glory of God!
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984):

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi,                     
together with the overseers and deacons:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father                        
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984): 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you.
4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the             
first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that 
HE WHO BEGAN A GOOD WORK IN YOU WILL CARRY IT 
ON TO COMPLETION UNTIL THE DAY OF CHRIST JESUS.
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984): 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you,              
since I have you in my heart; for whether I am 
in chains or defending and confirming the gospel,                  
all of you share in God’s grace with me.
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the 
affection of Christ Jesus.
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Philippians 1:1-11 (NIV1984): 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight,
10 SO THAT you may be able to discern what is best
and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,

11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Mt. Vernon Christian Church 
Insights and a Prayer (as we begin a new year)


