
Mt. Vernon Christian Church  
Stepping Into Our World in 2016 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at 
and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim 
to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also     
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with     
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this          
to make our joy complete.               1 John 1:1-4 (NIV1984) 
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1. Friendly 

• Living in such a way people call us “neighbor” 

• Question: From friend to family? 

2. Growing 

• In knowledge of God, faith, salvation, grace 

• In hearing God speak; receiving and sharing grace 

3. Thirsty 

• For righteousness – “for they will be filled” Matt. 5:6 

• Living in a God-honoring way, depending on Jesus 
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1. Experience God 

• The most basic, natural experience we can have 

• It’s in our DNA; God designed us for this. 

2. Share Jesus 

• Freely we received; freely we are to give – Matt. 10:8 

• It’s in our DNA; God designed us for this. 

3. Develop Ministries 

• Creating practical ways to share what we’re receiving 

• It’s in our DNA; God designed us for this. 
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Thanks to Brian Rice for most of the framework  
I’m sharing today, with one addition. (Brian also authored 

the workbook for the “There’s More” course we have offered 
here at Mt. Vernon, taught by Mike and Cheryl Johnson.) 

You can see more of Brian’s work and reflections at  
http://lcileaders.org/blog. 
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 7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss  
for the sake of Christ.  

8 What is more, I consider everything a loss  
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 

for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish,  
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  
10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection  

and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings,  
becoming like him in his death,  

11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.                         

Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV1984)   
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Christ-Centered 

• The focus (the spotlight) is on Jesus. 

• The underlying motivation and overarching purpose all 
have to do with exalting Jesus. (Phil. 2:5-11) 

• Philippians 3:7-8 
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Christ-Centered 

• The focus (the spotlight) is on Jesus. 

• The underlying motivation and overarching purpose all 
have to do with exalting Jesus. (Phil. 2:5-11) 

• Philippians 3:7-8 

• Paul’s entire life revolved around Jesus. God (revealed 
through Jesus, God the Son) was the entire purpose of 
Paul’s existence. 
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1. Christ-Centered 

• It’s all about Jesus! Everything in my life is about him. 

2. Self-Aware 
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Self-Aware 

• Paul was aware of himself. 

• This awareness, though, was in the context of a world in 
which Jesus was the center of everything. 

• This followed the example of Jesus. (John 8:14-17) 

• Philippians 3:1-7 

• Being self-aware within the context of being                         
Christ-centered will rock our world. 

• Increasing self-awareness leads to joy, and to repentance. 
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1. Christ-Centered 

• It’s all about Jesus! Everything in my life is about him. 

2. Self-Aware 

• Loved, convicted, forgiven, called…I recognize who I am. 

3. Highly Intentional 
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Highly Intentional 

• Paul had a clear focus. 

• Philippians 3:8-10 
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Highly Intentional 

• Paul had a clear focus. 

• Philippians 3:8-10 

• There was a priority; the rest was not going to distract. 

• He had a clear mission, and was focused on it.                 
(See Acts 26) 

• Jesus said, “I have brought you glory on earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do.” (John 17:4) 

Mt. Vernon Christian Church  

VALUES: Priorities along the Way 



1. Christ-Centered 

• It’s all about Jesus! Everything in my life is about him. 

2. Self-Aware 

• Loved, convicted, forgiven, called…I recognize who I am. 

3. Highly Intentional 

• God has given me a mission, and I’m focused on it. 

4. Wisely Strategic 

 

Mt. Vernon Christian Church  

VALUES: Priorities along the Way 



Wisely Strategic 

• There’s a plan to get to the destination. 

• Philippians 3:10-11 
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Wisely Strategic 

• There’s a plan to get to the destination. 

• Philippians 3:10-11 

• Jesus expressed this in Matthew 16:13-28. There was a 
strategy to fulfill the mission, the purpose. 

• Paul made his decisions in life in order to reflect his 
mission. He was wisely strategic. 

• Example: being wisely strategic about stepping into the 
world through Give/Serve/Restore during lent this year. 
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$3 (Kids)/ $30 (Adults) 
 

Over $38,000 raised to help 
start Family Promise! 

Give | Serve | Restore 2015 
A collaborative project involving churches and 

individuals working together to bless our community! 

1 Service Project 
 

Numerous service projects 
completed! 

2 Pounds of Food 
 

2.5 Tons of food donated 
 to area food banks! 



February 10th- March 27th, 2016 
 

Our united efforts can make a big impact in our community that reflects 
God’s plan of restoration for the world.  

Join in! 

Learn more at TheConstellationNetwork.com/GSR 

How can 1 Service Project, 2 Pounds of Food, and $3 (Kids)/ $30 (Adults)  
make a difference?  

 



1. Christ-Centered 

• It’s all about Jesus! Everything in my life is about him. 

2. Self-Aware 

• Loved, convicted, forgiven, called…I recognize who I am. 

3. Highly Intentional 

• God has given me a mission, and I’m focused on it. 

4. Wisely Strategic 

• What I do is effectively linked to where I’m called. 

5. Deeply Surrendered 
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Deeply Surrendered 

• Paul gave it his all. 

• He followed Jesus’ example, who gave it his all. 
(Philippians 2:5-11) 
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1. Christ-Centered 

• It’s all about Jesus! Everything in my life is about him. 

2. Self-Aware 

• Loved, convicted, forgiven, called…I recognize who I am. 

3. Highly Intentional 

• God has given me a mission, and I’m focused on it. 

4. Wisely Strategic 

• What I do is effectively linked to where I’m called. 

5. Deeply Surrendered 

• I’m all in. It’s all God’s. I’m fully committed & engaged. 
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