
Pride…kills community
Proverbs 16

10/16/16



Pride – keeps you from…

• Apologizing
• They need to apologize to me!

• Listening to others
• I have all the answers, what was the question?

• Asking for help
• I don’t have an addiction, it’s just

• Admitting you’re wrong
• When everyone, but you, knows that you’re wrong



Pride – causes us to…

• Criticize others instead of examining ourselves

• Spend money on things to impress people who don’t really care

• Avoid people or conversations, because we don’t want to be 
embarrassed



Proverbs 16:18-19

• “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before 
a fall.” (v. 18)

• “Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed 
than to share plunder with the proud.” (v. 19)

Proverbs tells how life works…most of the time.

Proverbs are not always promises from God nor rigid rules for living.







Passover Lamb





Triclinium Seating Order

• Where a person was positioned at a banquet made it quite clear 
where he fell in the pecking order among the attendees. The place of 
honor was immediately to the right of the host and then continued 
around the table in decreasing order, leaving the lowest guest at the 
far end. It was not uncommon for the lower guests to receive 
different (i.e., lower quality) food from what was being served to the 
host and honored guests.





Chronological Order

1. JESUS SITS DOWN WITH THE TWELVE APOSTLES

2. JESUS' DESIRE TO EAT THE PASSOVER BEFORE SUFFERING

3. THE DISCIPLES ARGUE OVER WHO IS THE GREATEST

4. JESUS WASHES THE DISCIPLES' FEET

5. JESUS PROPHESIES HIS BETRAYAL

6. THE DISCIPLES ARE SORROWFUL AND QUESTION WHO IT IS

7. JESUS ANSWERS "HE THAT DIPS WITH ME IN THE DISH"

8. JUDAS LEAVES THE SUPPER

9. JESUS BLESSES THE BREAD

10. JESUS TAKES THE CUP AND GIVES THANKS

11. THEY SING A HYMN AND GO TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES



Killing Pride

• Intentionally serve

• Intentionally listen

• Intentionally apologize

• Intentionally engage in community

• “Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed than 
to share plunder with the proud.” 

Proverbs 16:19



Devoted
Acts 2:42-47



Characteristics of a Growing Church

• Devoted to:
• Apostle’s teaching (Scripture)

• Fellowship

• Breaking Bread (Communion)

• Prayer



Filled with Awe (v. 43)

• Because . . .
• Church leaders acted in Faith

• Church leaders showed evidence of God’s power working through them 
• Do you have fruit?

• Not everyone is qualified to be a church leader



Everything in Common (v. 44)

• Do we SHARE?

• It’s MY ministry

• This is GOD’S CHURCH



They Gave (v. 45)

I John 3:17,18

• If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but 
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, 
let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.



Blessed to be a Blessing

• Satan says: Accumulate Possessions

• Not me!        ?



Job 12:5

• Men at ease have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those whose 
feet are slipping.



Background of Amos

• Israel was prospering
• King Jereboam II expanded Israel’s borders (2 Kings 14:25)

• There was no military threat or famine



Amos

• The Problems in Israel
• Oppression of the poor (4:1)

• Religious, but not righteous (4:4,5)

• Lack of justice (5:12)

• Trusting in their own strength (6:13)

• God’s Response to Israel
• Amos 5:21-24



How Rich are We?

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to 
sleep, you are richer than 75% of this world.

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace, you 
are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy.

If you have total assets of $1,000 or more, you are in the top 10% of the world’s wealthy.
• I have been re-reading the record of the Rich Young Ruler and his obviously wrong 

choice. But it has set me thinking. No matter how much wealth he had, he could not-
- ride in a car, have any surgery, turn on a light, buy penicillin, hear a pipe organ, 
watch TV, wash dishes in running water, type a letter, mow a lawn, fly in an airplane, 
sleep on an innerspring mattress, or talk on the phone, 

• If he was rich, then what am I?

• P. Brand, Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, p. 61.



How would you treat Jesus?

• MT 25:40 "The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'



How can we do this?

• I don’t have enough money

• I don’t have enough time



Talk to God about it

• Acts 2:45, Amos 4,5,6, & Matthew 25:40 are not my lines

• He’s the one who also said, “my yoke is easy and my burden is light” & “I have 
come that you might have life and have it to the fullest”



Meet Together (v. 46)

• In the temple
• Regular Attendance?  (Illustration)

• 48% of church-goers attend an average of once a month. 

• U.S.A. Today, May 25, 1994.



Meet Together (v. 46)

• What is pushing church out of your schedule?
• In a door-to-door survey conducted by Willow Creek 

Community Church the question was asked: if you don't go to 
church, why? The five biggest reasons: 1) Boring, 2) Irrelevant, 
3) Asking for money all the time, 4) I'm too busy already, 5) I 
feel awkward at church. 

• Willow Creek Community Church.



Meet Together (v. 46)

• What is pushing church out of your schedule? 
• Football in the fall. Basketball in the winter. Baseball in the spring and 

summer. This pastor has been an avid sports fan all his life. But I've had it! I 
quit this sports business once and for all. You can't get me near one of those 
places again. Want to know why... 

• Every time I went, they asked me for money. 
The people with whom I had to sit didn't seem very friendly. 
The seats were too hard and not at all comfortable. 
I went to many games, but the coach never came to call on me. 
The referee made a decision with which I could not agree. 
I suspected that I was sitting with some hypocrites -- they came 
to see their friends and what others were wearing rather than to see the 
game. 
Some games went into overtime, and I was late getting home. 
The band played some numbers that I had never heard before. 
It seems that the games are scheduled when I want to do other things. 
I was taken to too many games by my parents when I was growing up. 
I don't want to take my children to any games, because I want 
them to choose for themselves what sport they like best. 

• Author Unknown, At Calvary, Covington, KY.



Meet Together (v. 46)

• In their homes
• Practice hospitality--be brave & deliberate

• 1 Peter 4:9



Meet Together (v. 46)

• With Glad & Sincere Hearts
• Are you thankful for God’s blessings?

• Praising God
• Do you praise God or degrade others?

• Enjoying the Favor 
• Do you let others serve you?



The Lord Added

• God’s Math
• When the sum of x equals the combined values of all the numbers in a set, 

the resulting mathematical function would be addition

• There can be union without unity: tie two cats together by their tails and 
throw them over a clothesline. 

• Source Unknown



Action

• Will you be devoted to the same things as the church in Acts?

• To what is God calling you to give more attention?
• Bible study

• Fellowship

• Remembering Christ’s Death

• Prayer

• Leading with Faith

• Sharing

• Giving

• Meeting Together


