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The key to spiritual passion?

• The key to spiritual passion is falling in 

love with God first. 

– We experience Him… we get hooked… we 

fall in love with Him!



A Life-transforming Challenge

• Having understood the meaning of passion…

and if your desire is to love God with all your 

heart, mind, soul, and strength…

…can you start spending

much more time with Him? 



We can partner with God

to reach this goal!
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Hebrews 10:19-21

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the 

Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living 

way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over 

the house of God… 
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Jesus better than the old

This new Tabernacle is in Heaven

Jesus presented one single sacrifice for eternity

It has power to clean the conscience

Service is secondary to salvation, forgiveness, and love!

Jesus is very gracious. His sacrifice covers those who 

have gone astray, those who are ignorant, and those 

who are weak!
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Our response to God’s 

invitation to come into His 

presence

Session three:



What Is Our Part?



Hebrews 10:19-22

19 Having boldness to enter the Holiest…

22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled [cleansed] from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water.
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Our Part



A side note…

• Keep track of your areas of need as you listen…



My story begins…



When I first met Christ…



Two decades later…



I needed to do

something about it...



What is Our Part?

We must…
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Why don’t we?

• Busyness

• Problems

• Other priorities

• It is unnatural for humans

• Guilt and condemnation (sin) 

• Apathy

1. Draw near to God



Why don’t we?

• We simply don’t know how

• We follow the wrong path into His presence: 

– The belief that we have to earn it!

– Thinking it is a reward for our performance

• Not understanding the benefits

1. Draw near to God



Why don’t we?

• Lack of discipline: 

– No consistent effort to get there!

• Religious activity

1. Draw near to God



• Therefore, consciously or unconsciously, we choose not

to do it.

• Nevertheless, the truth still remains: 

We will not get to the presence of God until we draw near.

• We are expected to seek His presence wholeheartedly! 

1. Draw near to God



13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 

your heart.

14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 

you back from captivity...” 

Jeremiah 29:13-14

1. Draw near to God



- There are no shortcuts

- Getting to the presence of God will require time and effort. 

- God already did His part. We must be ready to do ours as well!

1. Draw near to God
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The solution?

Just go and do it!

• Make it your highest priority

• Set a time and a place to meet with God

– You’ll get used to the routine faster than you think!

• If needed, repent of your apathy and turn around



1. Draw near to God

The solution?

Just go and do it!

• Make it your highest priority

• Set a time and a place to meet with God

– You’ll get used to the routine faster than you think!

• If needed, repent of your apathy and turn around



1. Draw near to God

The solution?

Just go and do it!

• Make it your highest priority

• Set a time and a place to meet with God

– You’ll get used to the routine faster than you think!

• If needed, repent of your apathy and turn around



1. Draw near to God

I decided to…



1. Draw near to God

I decided to…

Just go and do it!
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What happened then?

It was a joke!

• I had no clue of how far I was from what needed to be done. 
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2. Approach Him with a true heart

Why don’t we?

– Façades

– Strongholds

– Lack of self-esteem

– Sin and a guilty conscience

– Fear of rejection

– Self-righteousness

– Religious attitudes and pride

– In essence, a heart that has 

been deceived…
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2. Approach Him with a true heart

Why don’t we?

– Facades

– Strongholds

– Lack of self-esteem

– Sin and a guilty conscience

– Fear of rejection

– Self-righteousness

– Religious attitudes and pride

– In essence, a heart that has 

been deceived…

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can 
know it? 

I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind…      (Jeremiah 17:9-10)



2. Approach Him with a true heart

The solution?

Be transparent!

• Stop deceiving yourself

– let God’s Spirit talk to you 

• Agree with the word of God

– We are all sinners in need of God’s grace—through the blood of Jesus!
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2. Approach Him with a true heart

The solution?

Be transparent!

• Stop deceiving yourself

– Let God’s Spirit talk to you 

• Agree with the word of God

• We are all sinners in need of God’s grace—through the blood 

of Jesus!

Examine me, o Lord, and prove me; 
Try my mind and my heart.

Psalms 26:2
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Revelation 2:2-5

2 “I know your works, your labor, your 
patience, and that you cannot bear those 
who are evil. And you have tested those 
who say they are apostles and are not, and 
have found them liars;



Revelation 2:2-5

3 and you have persevered and have 
patience, and have labored for My name’s 
sake and have not become weary.



Revelation 2:2-5

4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that 
you have left your first love.
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Remember…

• In essence, the main “work” I had done in 

the past was spending a lot of time reading 

and studying the Bible seeking to grow in 

my knowledge and experience of God and 

His will.



Remember…

• That activity made it very easy (at least for 

me) to  spend much time in the presence of 

God.



Remember…

• That activity had made it possible 

(at least for me) to spend much time

in the presence of God.





Do the first works…

• I decided to go back to that practice. I was 

now going to go back to reading and 

studying the Bible the way I used to.
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I Took Definite Steps…

I made the decision to:

1. draw near to God…

2. approach Him with a true, sincere heart

wholeheartedly!
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3. Full assurance of faith

• The Hebrews that left Egypt with Moses received 

wonderful promises and Good News.

• Sadly, these promises were useless because these 

people had no faith.
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For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; 
but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in those who heard it.

Hebrews 4:2

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarded of those who diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6
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But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6   



3. Full assurance of faith

The solution?

Exercise your faith!

• In the midst of doubt, make the decision to believe!

– Faith is fruit of the Spirit.  
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The solution?

Exercise your faith!

• In the midst of doubt, make the decision to believe!

– Faith is fruit of the Spirit. 

– Faith is a gift of the Spirit.  



3. Full assurance of faith

The solution?

Exercise your faith!

• We are already clean by His Word

• Our conscience of sin has finally been covered.



3. Full assurance of faith

I decided to…

Exercise my faith!
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Exercise my faith!
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God Acting 
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The Bible
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As a result of that…

4. I was refreshed, excited, inspired, renewed, 

and most of all… grateful!

5. I have been falling in love with Jesus again. 

He is literally becoming the most important thing 

in my life right now!
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As a result of that…

6. Eternity with Christ has gained a new meaning for me!

7. Almost obsessed with holiness.

7. I can make a fool out of myself, and…

…I don’t care what others may think of me!

I tasted, got hooked… and I love it!
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What is Our Part?

We must…

1. draw near to God

2. approach Him with a true, 

sincere heart

3. approach Him in full assurance 

of faith 

“I’ll do it!”

“I’ll be transparent!”

“I’ll exercise my 
faith!”

Responses:
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