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A piece of your vision…

Multiplying God’s kindness by

experiencing God, sharing Jesus, and 

developing vibrant ministries. 



13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me 

with all your heart.

14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will 

bring you back from captivity...” 

Jeremiah 29:13-14



What is Spiritual Passion?



What is Spiritual Passion?

• Making a “joyful noise” to the Lord?

• Doing things for God and the church?

• Practicing spiritual disciplines regularly?

• Sharing with the lost?
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What is ________ Passion?

A strong feeling of enthusiasm

or excitement for something

or about doing something.



What is ________ Passion?

We all know what that is!



Let’s see some examples:

Football



Let’s see some examples:

The Super Bowl



Let’s see some examples:

Hunting



Let’s see some examples:

Cooking, 

Gardening,
Making money,

Facebook, Texting,

Getting our first Car



The Key to _______ Passion?

• The key to passion is getting in love with 

that “something” first. 
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The Key to _______ Passion?

• The key to passion is getting in love with 

that “something” first. 

– We experience it, we get hooked… then, we 

love it!

• Only then are we able to express passion 

externally.
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What is Spiritual Passion?



What is Spiritual Passion?

It is faith lived out with

commitment, joy, fire,

and contagious enthusiasm.
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• The key to spiritual passion is falling in 

love with God first. 

– We experience Him… we get hooked… we 

fall in love with Him!



The key to spiritual passion…

…is having a personal relationship with God

that is supernatural, vibrant, fresh,

and most of all... real!



The key to spiritual passion…

Pursuing such a relationship

with God will increase our love for Him

in ways we cannot imagine



The key to spiritual passion…

Once in love with Him, spiritual passion

will follow and be obvious to all!
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fulfilling Mt. Vernon’s vision?

Multiplying God’s kindness by

experiencing God, sharing Jesus, and 

developing vibrant ministries. 
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…can you start spending

much more time with Him? 
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and if your desire is to love God with all your 

heart, mind, soul, and strength…

…can you start spending

much more time with Him? 



The Key to loving God with all we 
have—and to spiritual passion—
is not trying harder to serve Him.



The Key to loving God with all we 
have—and to spiritual passion—
is not trying harder to serve Him.

The key is having a relationship
with Him that is supernatural, vibrant, 

fresh, and most of all... real!



What if there is much more than

what we presently have in our experience? 

Wouldn’t that be an unfortunate

waste of our rightful resources? 



An impossible task?

Probably… if we were on our own…



An impossible task?

Probably… if we were on our own…

But we are not!



We can partner with God

to reach this goal!



How to Discover and Enjoy

The Very Presence of God… 

Right Here on Earth!



A Partnership…

God acting 

apart from 

us

God acting 

through

us

His PartOur Part



God’s dream:

“We will enjoy each other’s 

presence AGAIN.”



The book of Hebrews…



Hebrews 10:19-21

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the 

Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living 

way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over 

the house of God… 

God’s Part



Hebrews 10:19-21

22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure water.

Our Part
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God’s amazing provision

to bring us into His presence
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Hebrews 10:19-21

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 

enter the Holiest by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 

He consecrated for us, through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High 

Priest over the house of God… 

God’s Part



Matthew 13:52

Then He said to them,

“Therefore every scribe instructed 

concerning the kingdom of heaven is like 

a householder who brings out of his 

treasure things new and old.” 



The author of Hebrews…



Hebrews 1:1-2

1 God, who at various times and in various

ways spoke in time past to the fathers

by the prophets,

2 has in these last days spoken to us

by His Son… 

Old

New
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Hebrews 10:19-21

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 

enter the Holiest by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 

He consecrated for us, through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High 

Priest over the house of God… 
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• Before the Fall
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Old Testament



The Fallen State of Mankind

But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our 

righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a 

leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 

away.

Isaiah 64:6



The Fallen State of Mankind

1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated you from your 
God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so 
that He will not hear. 

Isaiah 59:1-2
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“When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you…”

Exodus 12:13
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Sequence of Events

• Before the Fall

• After the Fall

• The Passover

– The blood of the lamb

• The Tabernacle

– The Holy Place

– The Most Holy Place

– The veil of separation

– The High Priest

– The blood

Something

much better!

• A revelation of
the meaning of all that…

Old Testament

At the appointed time…



According to Hebrews…

…Jesus is far better
than anything that 

came before
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Hebrews 8:1-2

1 Now this is the main point of the things 

we are saying: We have such a High 

Priest, who is seated at the right hand of 

the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true 

tabernacle which the Lord erected, and 

not man. 
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Hebrews 10:19-21

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 

enter the Holiest by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 

He consecrated for us, through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High 

Priest over the house of God… 
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Our response to God’s 

invitation to come into His 

presence

Session three:



The key to spiritual passion?

• The key to spiritual passion is falling in 

love with God first. 

– We experience Him… we get hooked… we 

fall in love with Him!



A Life-transforming Challenge

• Having understood the meaning of passion…

and if your desire is to love God with all your 

heart, mind, soul, and strength…

…can you start spending

much more time with Him? 



We can partner with God

to reach this goal!
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22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled [cleansed] from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with 
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My story begins…



When I first met Christ…



Two decades later…



I needed to do

something about it...
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• Problems

• Other priorities

• It is unnatural for humans

• Guilt and condemnation (sin) 

• Apathy
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• Apathy



1. Draw near to God

Why don’t we?

• We simply don’t know how

• We follow the wrong path into His presence: 

– The belief that we have to earn it!

– Thinking it is a reward for our performance

• Not understanding the benefits



1. Draw near to God

Why don’t we?

• Lack of discipline: 

– No consistent effort to get there!

• Religious activity



1. Draw near to God

• Therefore, consciously or unconsciously, we choose not

to do it.

• Nevertheless, the truth still remains: 

We will not get to the presence of God unless we draw near.

• We are expected to seek His presence wholeheartedly!
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• Therefore, consciously or unconsciously, we choose not

to do it.

• Nevertheless, the truth still remains: 

We will not get to the presence of God until we draw near.

• We are expected to seek His presence wholeheartedly! 



1. Draw near to God

13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 

your heart.

14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 

you back from captivity...” 

Jeremiah 29:13-14
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- There are no shortcuts

- Getting to the presence of God will require time and effort. 

- God is ready to do His part, but we must be ready to do ours as 

well!



1. Draw near to God

- There are no shortcuts

- Getting to the presence of God will require time and effort. 

- God already did His part. We must be ready to do ours as well!



1. Draw near to God

The solution?

Just go and do it!

• Make it your highest priority

• Set a time and a place to meet with God

– You’ll get used to the routine faster than you think!

• If needed, repent of your apathy and turn around
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I decided to…

Just go and do it!
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1. Draw near to God

What happened then?

It was a joke!

• I had no clue of how far I was from what needed to be done. 



1. Draw near to God

What happened then?

It was a joke!

• I had too many things that caught my attention and my efforts. 



What is Our Part?

We must…

1. draw near to God

2. approach Him with a true, sincere heart



What is Our Part?

We must…

1. draw near to God

2. approach Him with a true, sincere heart
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– Strongholds

– Lack of self-esteem

– Sin and a guilty 

conscience

– Fear of rejection

– Self-righteousness

– Religious attitudes and pride

– In essence, a heart that has 

been deceived…
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2. Approach Him with a true heart

Why don’t we?

– Facades

– Strongholds

– Lack of self-esteem

– Sin and a guilty 

conscience

– Fear of rejection

– Self-righteousness

– Religious attitudes and pride

– In essence, a heart that has 

been deceived…

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can 
know it? 

I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind…      (Jeremiah 17:9-10)



2. Approach Him with a true heart

The solution?

Be transparent!

• Stop deceiving yourself

– let God’s Spirit talk to you 

• Agree with the word of God

– We are all sinners in need of God’s grace—through the blood of Jesus!



2. Approach Him with a true heart

The solution?

Be transparent!

• Stop deceiving yourself

– Let God’s Spirit talk to you 

• Agree with the word of God

• We are all sinners in need of God’s grace—through the blood 

of Jesus!

Examine me, o Lord, and prove me; 
Try my mind and my heart.

Psalms 26:2
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– We are all sinners in need of God’s grace

– Available only through the blood of Jesus!
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The solution?

Be transparent!

• Stop deceiving yourself

– Let God’s Spirit talk to you 

• Agree with the word of God

– We are all sinners in need of God’s grace

– Grace is available only through the blood of Jesus!



2. Approach Him with a true heart

I decided to..

Be transparent!

• Stop deceiving yourself

– Let God’s Spirit talk to you 

• Agree with the word of God

– We are all sinners in need of God’s grace

– Grace is available only through the blood of Jesus!
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[and God was not happy with that…]
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What had happened to me
as time passed by?

I had left my first love

[and God was not happy with that…]



Revelation 2:2-5

2 “I know your works, your labor, your 
patience, and that you cannot bear 
those who are evil. And you have 
tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them 
liars;



Revelation 2:2-5

3 and you have persevered and have 
patience, and have labored for My 
name’s sake and have not become 
weary.



Revelation 2:2-5

4 Nevertheless I have this against you, 
that you have left your first love.
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5 Remember therefore from where you 
have fallen; repent and do the first 
works… 



Remember…

• In essence, the main “work” I had 

done in the past was spending a lot of 

time reading and studying the Bible

seeking to grow in my knowledge 

and experience of God and His will.



Remember…

• That activity had made it possible 

(at least for me) to spend much time

in the presence of God.



Do the first works…

• I decided to go back to that practice. I 

was now going to go back to reading 

and studying the Bible the way I used 

to.
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1. draw near to God…

2. approach Him with a true, sincere heart
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I Took Definite Steps…

I made the decision to:

1. draw near to God…

2. approach Him with a true, sincere heart

wholeheartedly!
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3. approach Him in full assurance of faith



What is Our Part?

We must…

1. draw near to God

2. approach Him with a true, sincere heart

3. approach Him in full assurance of faith 



3. Full assurance of faith

• The Hebrews that left Egypt with Moses 

received wonderful promises and Good News.

• Sadly, these promises were useless because 

these people had no faith.



3. Full assurance of faith

For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; 
but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in those who heard it.

Hebrews 4:2

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarded of those who diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6
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For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; 
but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in those who heard it.

Hebrews 4:2

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6   



3. Full assurance of faith

The solution?

Exercise your faith!

• In the midst of doubt, make the decision to believe!

– Faith is fruit of the Spirit.  
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3. Full assurance of faith

The solution?

Exercise your faith!

• In the midst of doubt, make the decision to believe!

– Faith is fruit of the Spirit. 

– Faith is a gift of the Spirit.  



3. Full assurance of faith

The solution?

Exercise your faith!

• We are already clean by His Word

• Our conscience of sin has finally been covered.



3. Full assurance of faith

I decided to…

Exercise my faith!



3. Full assurance of faith

I decided to…

Exercise my faith!



I Took Definite Steps…



I Took Definite Steps…

When I was ready, I presented to 

God…

…My five loaves and two fish



I Took Definite Steps…

When I was ready, I presented to 

God…

…My five loaves and two fish



God Acting 

apart from us
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and 2 fish

God Acting 

through us

Jesus’ work at 

the cross:

The blood, the 

veil, High Priest

God’s dream:

“We will enjoy each other’s 

presence AGAIN.”
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God Acting 

apart from us

Listen to

The Bible

on CDs

God Acting 

through us

Jesus’ work at 

the cross:

The blood, the 

veil, High Priest

God’s dream:

“We will enjoy each other’s 

presence AGAIN.”
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conscience

3. I have my body washed with pure water
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conscience

3. I had my body washed with pure water
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As a result of that…

4. I was refreshed, excited, inspired, renewed, 

and most of all… grateful!

5. I am falling in love with Jesus again. 

He is literally the most important thing in 

my life right now!



As a result of that…

As a result of that…

4. I was refreshed, excited, inspired, renewed, 

and most of all… grateful!

5. I have been falling in love with Jesus again. 

He is literally becoming the most important 

thing in my life right now!



As a result of that…

As a result of that…

6. Eternity with Christ has gained a new meaning 

for me!

7. Almost obsessed with holiness.

7. I can make a fool out of myself, and…

…I don’t care what others may think of me!

I tasted, got hooked… and I love it!
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sincere heart

3. approach Him in full 

assurance of faith 

“I’ll do it!”

“I’ll be transparent!”

“I’ll exercise my 
faith!”
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We must…

1. draw near to God

2. approach Him with a true, 

sincere heart

3. approach Him in full 

assurance of faith 

“I’ll do it!”

“I’ll be transparent!”

“I’ll exercise my 
faith!”

Responses:

?
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Ephesians 2:18

For through Him we both have  access by one Spirit

to the Father. 

Spiritual life is required to 
enter the presence of God

?



Are soul and spirit the same thing?

1 Corinthians 2:13-15:

14 But the natural man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.



Are soul and spirit the same thing?

1 Corinthians 2:13-15:

14 But the soulish man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.
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15 But he who is spiritual judges [discerns] all 
things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no 
one.

Soulish Man  ≠ Spiritual Man



Are soul and spirit the same thing?

1 Corinthians 2:13-15:

15 But he who is spiritual judges [discerns] all 
things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no 
one.

Soulish Man  ≠ Spiritual Man



Conclusion

• Just as the body is different and separate from 

the soul, there are biblical passages that affirm 

the idea that the soul and the spirit are different 

and separate as well.



Conclusion

• Just as the body is different and separate from 

the soul, there are biblical passages that affirm 

the idea that the soul and the spirit are different 

and separate as well.

• Spiritual life is a higher state of being than 

soulish or natural life



The Nature of Man

Body
Spirit Soul



Why is this so important? 

What a difference does it make?



1 Corinthians 2:13-15:

14 But the soulish man does not receive the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know 

them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he who is spiritual judges [discerns] all 

things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no 

one.



On Being Human

The Theology of the Human Life
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The Solution?



The Solution?

The dog

must be

born again as a human!



On Being Spiritual

The Theology of the Spiritual Life
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No “humans” beyond this point!
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The Solution?

We must be born again!



The Solution?

I truly mean, 

we must be born again!



The Solution?

I truly, truly mean, 

we must be born again!



The Solution?

In fact, that is precisely what

The Lord Jesus told Nicodemus 



You Must Be Born Again

1 There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to 
Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that You do unless God is with him.” 

John 3:1-9



You Must Be Born Again

3 Jesus answered and said to him,

“Most assuredly [AMEN, AMEN], I say to you, 

unless one is born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 

John 3:1-9
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3 Jesus answered and said to him,

“Most assuredly [AMEN, AMEN], I say to you, 

unless one is born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 
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You Must Be Born Again

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be 

born when he is old? Can he enter a second 

time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

John 3:1-9



You Must Be Born Again

5 Jesus answered, 

“Most assuredly [AMEN, AMEN], I say to 

you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he

cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

John 3:1-9



You Must Be Born Again

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit.

John 3:1-9



You Must Be Born Again

7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 

“You must be born again.”

John 3:1-9



You Must Be Born Again

8 “The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How 
can these things be?” 

John 3:1-9



2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; old things have passed away; behold, 

all things have become new.                                                     



John 1:12-13

12 But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name:

13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God.



A different notion…

• All of us have a God-sized hole inside.

Because of that, we are always trying to fill 

this hole with something. 

• According to the Scriptures, that hole can only 

be filled by, through, and with Jesus.  
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The New Creation

Led by the Soul:

• Thoughts

• Emotions

• Will
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The New Creation

Led by the Soul:

• Thoughts: 

• Emotions:

• Will:

“I don’t understand.”

“I don’t feel like it.”

“I just don’t want to!”
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The New Creation

Led by the Soul:

• Thoughts

• Emotions
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The New Creation

Led by the Soul:

• Thoughts

• Emotions

• Will

Led by the Spirit:

• Discernment and intuition

• Listening to God

• Equipment to obey and

fulfill the will of God
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The New Creation

Led by the Soul:

• Thoughts

• Emotions

• Will

Led by the Spirit:

• Discernment and intuition

• Listening to God

• Equipment to obey and

fulfill the will of God



Ephesians 4:17-24



Ephesians 4:17-24

17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, 

that you should no longer walk as the rest of the 

Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind,

18 having their understanding darkened, being 

alienated from the life of God…



22 that you put off, concerning your former 

conduct, the old man which grows corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts,

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

Ephesians 4:17-24



24 and that you put on the new man which was 

created according to God, in true righteousness 

and holiness.

Ephesians 4:17-24



The invitation for today

• Stop living like the rest of the Gentiles

• Put off the old man

• Put on the new man



Galatians 5:25:

If we live by the Spirit,

let us also walk in the Spirit.



Galatians 5:25:

If we live by the Spirit,

let us also walk in the Spirit.



What is Our Part?

We must…

1. draw near to God

2. approach Him with a true, 

sincere heart

3. approach Him in full 

assurance of faith 

“I’ll do it!”

“I’ll be transparent!”

“I’ll exercise my 
faith!”

Responses:
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Hebrews 10:19-21

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 

enter the Holiest by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 

He consecrated for us, through the veil, 

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High 

Priest over the house of God… 

God’s Part



Hebrews 10:19-22

19 Having boldness to enter the Holiest…

22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled [cleansed] from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with 

pure water. Our Part



With Boldness… 

Let  Us Draw Near
22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is 

my body.”  23 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it 

to them, and they all drank from it.  24 “This is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. 
25 “I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of 

God.”  26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 

Mount of Olives. Mark 14:22-26 (NIV1984)



Do this in remembrance 

of me.


