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Here’s the key motivation and strategy for this series: 

• Begin with a Biblical principle 

• Express this principle in a practical tool 

• That equips us to respond to conflict 

• In a healthy, wise, God-honoring way 

• Empowering us and others to survive and thrive 

• All of this in a way that partners with God                     
to fulfill his purposes 

God redeems conflict; he uses it for a purpose.  







Ezekiel 34:1-5, 9-10 
1 The word of the LORD came to me:  
2 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and 
say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not 
shepherds take care of the flock?  
3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the 
choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock.  
4 You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound 
up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the 
lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally.  
 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and 
 when they were scattered they became food for all the wild 
 animals.  

 



9 therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the 
LORD:  

10 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am 
against the shepherds and will hold them 
accountable for my flock. I will remove them from 
tending the flock so that the shepherds can no 
longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock 
 from their mouths, and it will no longer be 
 food for them.  

 



Preacher Teacher 

Surgeon Hugger 

People tend to have problems 
because of bad choices they make 

People tend to have problems because 
of bad things happen to them 

I tend to get 
close and 

deeply involved 
with hurting 

people 

I tend to stay 
distant and at 
arms-length 
from hurting 

people 



Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me 
beside quiet waters,  
3 he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake.  
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort me.  
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the 
 days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
 LORD forever. 

 



The Good Shepherd – Surgeon 



The Good Shepherd – Teacher 



The Good Shepherd – Preacher 



The Good Shepherd – Hugger 


