
Filling someone else’s shoes… 

• It can be a challenging task! 

• How would you feel trying to follow 
in the footsteps of someone very 
capable, dearly loved, seemingly 
“bigger than life?” 

• What if you were following 
someone who was…the best? 
Simply perfect? 

 



A few observations (for when you face the challenge       
of “Big Shoes to Fill”)… 

1. You better not try to be the other person. 

2. Respect and appreciate what was, but focus on 
what can become. 

3. It’s great to be affirmed by the person you are to 
follow! 

4. It’s best to bring something unique, something 
new to the role you will have. Something valuable. 



A Series Leading Up To 
Pentecost Sunday, May 15 
• April 03: A Promise Made 

• April 10: A Who, Not a What 

• April 17:  Big Shoes to Fill 

• April 24:   

• May  01:   

• May  15:   
 

    …but wait for the gift 
       my Father promised… 

Acts 1:4 
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Three things that are very easy to do: 

1. Take the common for granted. 

2. Underuse a resource that is readily available. 

3. Overlook someone or something close to you. 
(Sometimes the closer the person may be,              
the easier it is to overlook.) 



4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them 
this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift   
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For 
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” 6 So when they met together, they asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” 



Do you remember (or remember hearing about:)…?  

       PET ROCKS 



A few observations (concerning pet rocks and other 
inanimate objects)… 

1. A rock is different from a person. 

2. A non-person is different from a person. 

3. We treat a rock and other inanimate objects             
in a different way than we treat a person. 

4. We will treat the Holy Spirit differently when we 
really see him as a person rather than a thing. 



Let’s first look at God as 
existing as the Trinity:                             
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

• This is a mystery! 
• We see this mystery 

throughout Scripture. 
• Each is fully and totally God. 
• Each is a distinct person. 
• This is a (revealed) mystery! 
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What does it mean to me that 
the Holy Spirit is a person? 

• I live and act in the way I        
would when another            
person is present. 

• I trust the Holy Spirit to be      
with me personally each day. 

• I seek to live out II Cor. 13:14 
and have fellowship with him. 
 

    …but wait for the gift 
       my Father promised… 

Acts 1:4 

 

Photo by Ryan Johnson 
Israel, 2014 



5Now I am going to Him who sent 
me, yet none of you asks me, 
“Where are you going?” 6Because            
I have said these things, you are 
filled with grief. 7But I tell you the 
truth: It is for your good that I am 
going away. Unless I go away, the 
Counselor will not come to you;   
but if I go, I will send him to you.     
                  John 16:5-7 (NIV1984) 

    …but wait for the gift 
       my Father promised… 
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Some questions to consider: 

• What was Jesus like?              
(What shoes did the Holy 
Spirit need to fill?) 

• How would the Holy Spirit       
fill Jesus’ big shoes?                                 
(What could he do that 
would be even better than 
what Jesus did?) 
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Jesus said something amazing, 
astounding: It was good for him 
to go away! 

• Jesus needed to go. 
• He would send Holy Spirit. 
• The Holy Spirit would be 

even better for them. 
• He would be in them! 
• This is the Father’s promise! 
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