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Jn 8:39 “Abraham is our father”
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2015 - “Celebrating 

the Fathers in Our Lives”
Isaac

Jacob

Joseph OT

Moses

Eli

David

Joseph NT

Jairus

James

Paul

Yogi Berra
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Summary from 2015

• Psalmist: Love the Lord.

• Isaac: “Love them all the same.”

• James: “No favoritism!” – 2:1

• Eli: “Give Godly advice.”

• David: “Learn from your 

mistakes.”

• Jairus: “PLEAD for your kids.”

• James:

• Quick to Listen

• Slow to Speak

• Slow to Anger

• Seek Wisdom

• Pray Fervently

• Paul: “Man up!” – 1 Cor 13:11 –

• Courageous - “Honor Begins at 

Home”

• Moses: “A man of Prayer”

• Joseph: “Career v. Family”

• Paul: the spiritual father  + 

grandfather 2 Tim 2:2

• Merv: Be positive, empathetic

• CONSIDER JESUS Heb 12:3 
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Who Is This Man? – Ex 17:12
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Who Is This Man? – Ex 17:12
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Jn 8:39 “Abraham is our father”
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James 4:14 What is your life?  You are a mist 

that appears for a little while and then vanishes.

2012

2015



9

2017 – Miracle Picture – All Smiling and 

Looking at the Camera Simultaneously
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Definition of “Abraham”?

• Father of Multitudes

• FLOYD?

• WILMER?
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Name Changes

• Abram

• Abraham

• Sarai

• Sarah

• High Father

• Father of Multitudes

• My Princess

• Mother of Nations

So…how many children did they have?

A MAN OF FAITH…AND GOD’s FRIEND
Gen 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he 
credited it to him as righteousness.

James 2:23 "Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness," and he was 
called God's friend. 
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ABRAHAM:

• A Man of Faith

• A Man of Blessing

Gen 12:2-3 "I will make you into a great nation and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses 

you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 

through you."  

RADIO: “The King’s Hour”:

Opening by Robert Cook:  “How in the world are you?”

Ending:

“Walk with the King today and BE A BLESSING.”
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ABRAHAM:

• A Man of Faith

• A Man of Blessing

• A Man of Prayer

• Gen 12:8 There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the 

name of the Lord. NIV
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ABRAHAM:

• A Man of Faith

• A Man of Blessing

• A Man of Prayer

• Not Perfect … Just forgiven Gen 12:10-17 / Gen ch 20

• Wealthy … but generous (a giver) Gen 13:1-9; 14:18-20

• Gen 13:2 Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in 

silver and gold. 

• Gen 13:9 If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the 

right, I'll go to the left." NIV

• Gen 14:20 Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything NIV

• Protector Gen 14:14-16
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137 Miles from

Mamre to Dan
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ABRAHAM:

• A Man of Faith

• A Man of Blessing

• A Man of Prayer

• Not Perfect … Just forgiven Gen 12:10-17

• Wealthy … but generous (a giver) Gen 13:1-9; 14:18-20

• Protector Gen 14:14-16

• A Man who experienced wavering faith

• Ishmael by Hagar Gen Chapter 16

• Laughed when told Sarah would have a son:

Gen 17:17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to 

himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? NIV
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ABRAHAM:

• A Man of Faith

• A Man of Blessing

• A Man of Prayer

• Not Perfect … Just forgiven Gen 12:10-17

• Wealthy … but generous (a giver) Gen 13:1-9; 14:18-20

• Protector Gen 14:14-16

• A Man who experienced wavering faith

• A Man of Ultimate Faith Gen ch 22
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• Gen 22:8 "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering” NIV

• Gen 22:8 “God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” KJV
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ABRAHAM:

• A Man of Faith

• A Man of Blessing

• A Man of Prayer

• Not Perfect … Just forgiven Gen 12:10-17

• Wealthy … but generous (a giver) Gen 13:1-9; 14:18-20

• Protector Gen 14:14-16

• A Man who experienced wavering faith

• A Man of Ultimate Faith Gen ch 22

• Abraham shared his faith (both kinds) with future 

generations
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Abraham’s Family Tree

Abraham Sarah

Isaac Rebekah

Esau
Jacob



22

Abraham is 
our father

John 8:44-45

44 You belong to your father, the 
devil, and you want to carry out your 
father's desire. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, not holding to 

the truth, for there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks his 

native language, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. NIV
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“Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” – Jn 8:32
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Jn 8:33“We are Abraham’s descendants 

and have never been slaves of anyone.” 

• Consider the Irony:

• 607-537 BC Babylonian Captivity

• 332-164 BC Under Greek Rule

• 63 BC Beginning of Roman Rule

• 1948 AD Continued under someone else’s 

rule until 1948
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Let’s look at the words of Jesus

• 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.”  

• 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 

descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can you say that we shall be set free?”  

• 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who 

sins is a slave to sin. 

• 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 

but a son belongs to it forever. 

• 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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Let’s look at the words of Jesus

• 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.”  

• 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 

descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can you say that we shall be set free?”  

• 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone 

who sins is a slave to sin. 

• 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 

but a son belongs to it forever. 

• 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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v. 34 Very truly I tell you, everyone who 

sins is a slave to sin.

• Who is “everyone who sins”?   _OR_

• Who sins?

• EVERYONE:  

• Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God

• So everyone is a SLAVE to sin.

• How do I get my freedom?
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Let’s look at the words of Jesus in 

John 8

• 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free.”  

• 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 

descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can you say that we shall be set free?”  

• 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who 

sins is a slave to sin. 

• 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 

but a son belongs to it forever. 

• 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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v. 32 Then you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.” 

• John 18:38 "What is truth?" Pilate asked. NIV

• John 14:6 I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. NIV

• v. 32 Then you will know the truth

Jesus, and the truth Jesus will set 

you free.” 



31

Let’s look at the words of Jesus in 

John 8

• 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.”  

• 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 

descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can you say that we shall be set free?”  

• 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who 

sins is a slave to sin. 

• 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 

but a son belongs to it forever. 

• 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed. 
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v. 36 So if the Son [Jesus] sets you 

free, you will be free indeed. 

• I am free indeed

• I have a permanent place in the family; I belong in the 

family FOREVER.
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V 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in 

the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 

• John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. (NIV) [Here the tenses may not be clear: 

SHALL not perish but (shall?) have eternal life]

• John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 

whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath 

remains on him."(NIV) [The tense here is PERFECTLY clear 

 I believe so I HAVE (present tense) eternal life]

• John 5:24 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; 

he has crossed over from death to life. (NIV) [The tense is even 

clearer here  I currently believe so I ALREADY passed from 

death to life.]
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The Building Blocks:

•All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Rom 3:23

•Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved  Acts 16:31

•Christ died for us. But God demonstrates his own love 

for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.  Rom 5:8

•Death. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Rom 6:23
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The Building Blocks:

• If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved. Rom 10:9

• DON’T DELAY - I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, 

now is the day of salvation. 2 Cor 6:2

• You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

• So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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SLAVE?    _OR_   FREE?


