“Celebrating the Fathers in Our Lives”
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“Celebrating the Fathers in Our Lives”
James 1:5-6 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should
ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to him.
6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt,
because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
blown and tossed by the wind. NIV
Prov 8:17 I love those who love me, and those who
seek me [early – KJV] find me. NIV

4 Men Named James/Jacob
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Examples – Old Testament
(Notetakers should go to James)
• 1 Cor 10:11 These things happened to them as examples
and were written down as warnings for us, NIV
• Isaac?  waited 20 years for children…then twins.
• Gen 25:28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but
Rebekah loved Jacob. NIV
• James 2:1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ, don't show favoritism. NIV
• “love them all the same"; i.e., “more than life itself.”

• Eli?  Sons stealing from the offering + guilty of assault
• 1 Sam 3:18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from
him. Then Eli said, "He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his
eyes." NIV [“Whatever” – JSV]

• David?
• 1 Sam 13:14; Acts 13:22 – A man after God’s own heart
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Examples – New Testament
• Luke 8:41-42 Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the
synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with
him to come to his house 42 because his only daughter, a
girl of about twelve, was dying. NIV
• John 4:47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in
Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to
come and heal his son, who was close to death. NIV
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Summary
•
•
•
•
•

Isaac: “Love them all the same.”
James: “No favoritism!” – 2:1
Eli: “Give Godly advice.” (v. “Whatever”)
David: “Learn from your mistakes.”
Jairus: “PLEAD / BEG for your kids.”

5

Examples – New Testament
• 2 Cor 3:2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our
hearts, known and read by everybody. NIV
• 2 Cor 3:2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known
and read of all men: KJV

• 2 Cor 3:2 YOU are an epistle to me written in my
heart, and you will be known and read of all men:
JSV
Men Whom I have met
RIGHT HERE.
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James – Raised by Joseph?
Raised / Coached by Jesus
•
•
•
•

No mention of James when Jesus was 12 (Lk 2)
No mention of Joseph when Jesus was 30 (Jn 2 +++)
30 – 12 < 18!  James MAY have been a teen then.
Matt 13:55"Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's
name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon
and Judas? 56 Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all these things?" NIV
• John 7:5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him.
NIV
• John 19:26-27 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 27 and to the
disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this
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disciple took her into his home. NIV

James – Raised by Joseph?
Raised / Coached by Jesus
• James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ, NIV
• James 4:13-16 Now listen, you who say, "Today or
tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there,
carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you do not
even know what will happen tomorrow. ... 15 Instead, you
ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or
that." NIV
• Ps 37:4 Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the
desires of your heart. NIV
• Jim H “I did … and He did.”
• Prov 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; NIV
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James – Raised by Joseph?
Raised / Coached by Jesus
• James 1:19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20
for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God
desires. NIV
• Hershey – PIAA Wrestling
• James 1:3-4 the testing of your faith develops perseverance. NIV
[patience – KJV]
• Rom 5:3-5 we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4
perseverance [patience – KJV], character; and character, hope.
NIV
• 2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance
[patience – KJV]; and to perseverance, godliness; NIV
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James – Raised by Joseph?
Raised / Coached by Jesus
• James 1:19 My dear brothers, take note of this:
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to become angry, 20 for man's anger does not
bring about the righteous life that God desires. NIV
• Hershey – PIAA Wrestling
• 1 Cor 13:11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I
became a man, I put childish ways behind me. NIV

Man up!
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James – Raised by Joseph?
Raised / Coached by Jesus
James 1:19 My dear brothers, take note of this:
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak
and slow to become angry,

When EF Hutton talks,
people listen.
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“When did you first consider yourself a man?”
13

“Courageous –
Honor Begins
at Home”
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“Courageous –
Honor Begins
at Home”
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“When did you first consider yourself a man?”
16
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry

Who Is This Man? – Ex 17:12
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Who Is This Man? – Ex 17:12

James 5:16 The prayer
of a righteous man is
powerful and effective.
NIV
James 5:16 The
effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man
availeth much. KJV

James 1:5-7 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.
6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts
is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.
Prov 8:17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me [early – KJV]
find me. NIV
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Joseph – Career v. Family (Gen 48)
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•
•
•
•
•

January, 1982
Christian for 25 months
Liz – 5, Rebecca – 4
Rachel was an infant
Laid Off
Forced to Relocate
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Paul – a Spiritual Father, Grandfather
Titus 1:4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith:
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Savior. NIV
2 Tim 1:2 To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord. NIV
2 Tim 2:1-3 You then, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus.
2 And the things you have heard me say [“and seen
me do” – JSV] in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to
teach others. NIV
[“Son, make me a spiritual grandfather!”]
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Father of None? Of Some? Of Many?
Prov 30:15-16 "There are three things that are never
satisfied, four that never say, 'Enough!': 16 the grave, the
barren womb, land, which is never satisfied with water,
and fire, which never says, 'Enough!' NIV
Isa 54:1 "Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a
child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never in
labor; because more are the children of the desolate
woman than of her who has a husband," says the Lord.
Isa 56:4-5 "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who
choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant 5
to them I will give within my temple and its walls a
memorial and a name better than sons and daughters;
I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.
NIV
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Two Last Examples
Isa 53:3 A man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering
NIV
Heb 12:2-3 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.
3 Consider him [both of them – JSV] who endured
such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart. NIV
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Summary
•
•
•
•
•

Psalmist: Love the Lord. – Jim H •
Isaac: “Love them all the same.”
James: “No favoritism!” – 2:1
•
Eli: “Give Godly advice.”
David: “Learn from your
•
mistakes.”
•
• Jairus: “PLEAD for your kids.”
•
• James:

Paul: “Man up!” – 1 Cor 13:11 –
Ben, Raul
Courageous - “Honor Begins at
Home”
Moses: “A man of Prayer” - Jim
Joseph: “Career v. Family”
Paul: the spiritual father +
grandfather 2 Tim 2:2
Quick to Listen – Les, Floyd
• Merv: Be positive, empathetic
Slow to Speak – Les, Floyd
• CONSIDER JESUS Heb 12:3
Slow to Anger – Wilmer, Ben
Seek Wisdom–Jim,Lloyd,Virginia • Acts 16:31…

•
•
•
•
• Pray Fervently - Jim
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Raise Your Hand!
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Acts 16:31 – “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved
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Acts 16:31 – “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved – You and your household.”
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Acts 16:31 – “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved – You and your household.”

James 4:14What is your life? You are a mist
that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
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