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And they handed him the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to preach the good news to the 
poor

An Incredible Message

Luke 4:14-22



He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to release those who are oppressed, 

to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

An Incredible Message

Luke 4:14-22



And he closed the book, and he gave it
again to the minister, and sat down. And 
the eyes of all that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. 

And he began to say unto them, This day is 
this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

An Incredible Message

Luke 4:14-22



It’s a Wonderful Life

“I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.”

[greek: perissos: more abundantly,
exceeding abundantly] 

John 10:10b

“But as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God 
has prepared for those who love Him.’  But God has 
revealed them to us through His Spirit…”

I Corinthians 2:9-10 



Dying to Self,

Living for Christ

“…I do not live anymore, but Christ lives in me.”

“With Christ I am crucified together…”



In North America…

• A large number of people who go to church do it with a 

“consumer” mentality, asking “What’s in it for me?” rather than 

“Lord, what do you want me to do?”



In North America…

• Many Christians act as if God owes them something!





What many Christians want…

“God, I claim it. You have to give it to me!”



“God, What do you want me to do?”

What God desires…



In North America…

• We are in desperate need of revival!

• However, we need to understand that revival will require this:



What does Jesus have
to say?

Luke 14:25-26:

"Now great multitudes went with Him. And 
He turned and said to them, 

26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not 
hate his father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his 
own life also, he cannot be My disciple.



What does Jesus have
to say?

Luke 14:27:

Whoever does not bear his own cross and 
come after me, cannot be my disciple.



Luke 14:33:

So likewise, whoever of you does not 
forsake all that he has cannot be My 
disciple."

What does Jesus have
to say?



In order to be His disciples, we are required to 
give everything up, including our own lives!

What does Jesus have
to say?



Is this for real?

• Jesus gave the example



The example of Jesus

• John 4:34 

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the 
will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His 
work.”



The example of Jesus

• John 12:23-28

25 “He who loves his life will lose it, and 
he who hates his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life.” 



The example of Jesus

• John 12:23-28

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I came to this hour. 

• 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and 
will glorify it again.”



Is this for real?

• Jesus gave the example

• The teaching and example of the early 
disciples confirmed their understanding of 
this concept



The teaching and example of the 
early disciples

• 1  John 3:16 

By this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. 



The teaching and example of the 
early disciples

• 1  John 3:16 

By this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. 

And we also ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren.



The teaching and example of the 
early disciples

• 1 Pet 2:21

For to this you were called, because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that you should follow His steps.



Is this for real?

• Jesus gave the example

• The teaching and example of the early 
disciples confirmed their understanding of 
this concept

• They all understood that disciples are those 
who give everything up for the sake of the 
kingdom, and so they did!



The strategy of Satan to
destroy them

• He tried to kill them first, but it didn’t work.

• Therefore, he changed the strategy:

He made them

comfortable!

In more than one way, that’s where
we are in America today!



The Miracle Happens Again!

• The story of the early Anabaptist 
movement

– The Swiss Brethren re-discovered a principle of 
life in God’s kingdom:

– We must live a life of total commitment to 
God… regardless of the cost!



Dirk Willems
AD 1569



Maeyken Wens
AD 1573



Wow!

Whew!



The Overwhelming Reality

• You might be thinking by now,

“I cannot live my life like that.
It is an impossibility!”

“No one can live like that!”



The Overwhelming Reality

• My answer to that?

• You are absolutely right: 

No one can live like that!

(No one—including you)



The Overwhelming Reality

There is only one person who can live 
like that, and…

that person is not you.

That person is Jesus Himself!



The Secret:

Gal 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.

This is the entrance to
the abundant life in Christ!



A diamond has many facets…

• Dying to self is like a diamond. It 
reflects light in different ways from 
every angle.

• Let’s look at the dying-to-self diamond 
from another angle…



Why would God want us to give 
everything up…even life?

• Because we get in the 
way, and…

• Because He is not in the 
fixing business, but in the 
re-creating business!



Why would God want us to give 
everything up…even life?

• He was not interested 

in fixing you 

• He wanted to 

re-create you!



Not as Good as We Thought?

• We would like to think 
that we humans are great 
and capable to live 
according to the will
of God

• But, are we?



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Gen 6:3  

"My Spirit shall not 
strive with man 
forever, for he is 
indeed flesh; 



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Gen 6:5-7  

Then the LORD saw that 
every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. 6 And 
the LORD was sorry that He 
had made man on the earth, 
and He was grieved in His 
heart. 



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Gen 6:5-7  

Then the LORD saw that 
every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. 6 And 
the LORD was sorry that He 
had made man on the earth, 
and He was grieved in His 
heart. 



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Gen 6:5-7  

7 So the LORD said, "I will 
destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the 
earth, both man and beast, 
creeping thing and birds of the 
air, for I am sorry that I have 
made them."



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Gen 8:20-21 
Then the LORD said in His heart, "I 
will never again curse the ground 
for man's sake, although the 
imagination of man's heart is evil 
from his youth; nor will I again 
destroy every living thing as I have 
done.



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Gen 8:20-21 
Then the LORD said in His heart, "I 
will never again curse the ground 
for man's sake, although the 
imagination of man's heart is evil 
from his youth; nor will I again 
destroy every living thing as I have 
done.



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Isaiah 64:6  
But we are all like an unclean 
thing, And all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy 
rags; We all fade as a leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the 
wind, Have taken us away.



Not as Good as We Thought?

• Rom 3:10-11 
As it is written: "There is none 
righteous, no, not one; 
11 There is none who 
understands; There is none 
who seeks after God.



This is Hard to Digest!

• Accepting the fact that we are not 
good enough to live for God is hard 
for all of us 

• We prefer to believe the opposite of 
that: I certainly can do it!



This is Hard to Digest!

• Well, that is precisely the problem 
addressed by Paul in Romans 7 and 8

– Let’s see what happens in Romans 7 to those 
who think they are good enough to live 
according to the will of God…



From Bondage to Liberty

Romans 7 ends with a glorious cry:

“O wretched man that I am! 

who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” 



From Bondage to Liberty

The glorious realization before 
deliverance:

“I thank God—through Jesus Christ our 
Lord!” (v.25) 



From Bondage to Liberty

How can this be?

That is the content of Romans 8:

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has made me free from the law of 
sin and death.” (Romans 8:2)



Good news: The Resurrection

• And if Christ is not risen, your faith is 
futile; you are still in your sins!

• Well… 

Christ is risen from the dead!



God doesn’t fix us…

…He gets rid of the old one!

The old man



…He gets rid of the old one!

The old man

Gal 2:20:

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 

who live…



He wants us to get out of the way!

The old man



Why would God want us to give 
everything up…even life?

• Because we get in the 
way, and…

• Because He is not in the 
fixing business, but in the 
re-creating business!
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Take time this week to: Reflect, Repent, Reconcile, and Renew

(See handout for questions that may help guide you.)
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